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a. Manage the approval and appointment 
process for disbursing and certifying officials 
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3321 and 3325. 

b. Make determinations and recommenda-
tions with respect to the granting of relief to 
disbursing officials pursuant to the author-
ity contained in 31 U.S.C. 3527. 

c. Approve requests to hold cash at per-
sonal risk for authorized purposes, including 
imprest funds, and to redelegate such au-
thority as appropriate in the administration 
and control of DoD funds, consistent with 
the Treasury Financial Manual (TFM) and 
under the authority of 31 U.S.C. 3321 and 
3342. 

d. Approve DoD Component disbursing reg-
ulations developed to implement the TFM 
and to grant waivers when delegated by the 
Secretary of the Treasury to heads of Execu-
tive Departments and Agencies. 
The Director, DFAS may, in writing, redele-
gate these authorities as appropriate, except 
as otherwise specifically indicated above or 
as otherwise provided by law or regulation. 
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§ 383a.1 Purpose. 
Pursuant to the authority vested in 

the Secretary of Defense under title 10, 
United States Code, this part estab-
lishes the Defense Commissary Agency 
(DeCA) and the Defense Commissary 
Board (DCB), with responsibilities, 
functions, and authorities as prescribed 
herein. 

§ 383a.2 Applicability. 
This part applies to the Office of the 

Secretary of Defense (OSD), the Mili-
tary Departments; the Chairman, Joint 
Chiefs of Staff and Joint Staff; the Uni-
fied and Specified Commands; the In-
spector General of the Department of 
Defense (IG, DoD); the Defense Agen-
cies; and the DoD Field Activities 

(hereafter referred to collectively as 
‘‘DoD Components’’). The term ‘‘Mili-
tary Services,’’ as used herein, refers to 
the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine 
Corps. 

§ 383a.3 Mission. 

(a) The mission of the DeCA is to: 
(1) Provide an efficient and effective 

worldwide system of commissaries for 
the resale of groceries and household 
supplies at the lowest practical price 
(consistent with quality) to members 
of the Military Services, their families, 
and other authorized patrons, while 
maintaining high standards for qual-
ity, facilities, products, and service. 

(2) Provide a peacetime training en-
vironment for food supply logisticians 
needed in wartime and, as cir-
cumstances dictate, troop issue sub-
sistence support to military dining fa-
cilities consistent with Service needs. 

(b) The mission of the DCB is to serve 
as a forum for the discussion of issues 
about the commissary services pro-
vided by the DeCA and to make related 
policy recommendations to the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Production 
and Logistics) (ASD(P&L)). 

§ 383a.4 Organization. 

(a) The DeCA is established as an 
Agency of the Department of Defense 
under the direction, authority, and 
control of the ASD(P&L). It shall con-
sist of a Director of such subordinate 
organizational elements as are estab-
lished by the Director. 

(b) The DCB is established as a com-
mittee reporting to the ASD (P&L). Its 
membership shall consist of the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The Director, DeCA, who shall 
serve as Chair. 

(2) A representative of the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense (Force Manage-
ment and Personnel) (ASD(FM&P)). 

(3) A representative of the Chairman, 
Joint Chiefs of Staff (CJCS). 

(4) One military officer and one en-
listed representative from each of the 
Military Services appointed by the 
Secretaries of the Military Depart-
ments. 

(5) The Director, DeCA, may invite 
other representatives to attend DCB 
meetings, as appropriate. 
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(c) The Director shall designate an 
Executive Secretary for the Board. 

[55 FR 49279, Nov. 27, 1990, as amended at 63 
FR 33248, June 18, 1998] 

§ 383a.5 Responsibilities and functions. 

(a) The Director, Defense Com-
missary Agency (DeCA), shall: 

(1) Organize, direct, and manage the 
DeCA and all assigned resources; pro-
cure assigned items; and administer, 
supervise, and control all programs and 
activities assigned to the DeCA. 

(2) Plan, program, budget, design, 
manage, and ensure the execution of 
the commissary facilities’ construc-
tion, modification, and repair pro-
grams. 

(3) Provide and operate facilities 
under standards consistent with those 
used for commercial food stores. 

(4) Develop and administer plans and 
programs to provide peacetime train-
ing for military personnel, as appro-
priate. 

(5) Develop and administer plans and 
programs to provide troop issue sub-
sistence support to appropriate dining 
facilities, tactical field exchanges for 
deployed mission support, and manage-
ment of subsistence war readiness ma-
teriel in peacetime and wartime, as re-
quired. 

(6) Provide advice to the ASD(P&L) 
on DoD policies about the operation of 
commissaries and related matters. 

(7) Plan and direct use of commissary 
stocks to support mobilization, as re-
quired. 

(8) Establish and administer a civil-
ian career management program to in-
clude referral services and development 
programs for commissary management 
personnel. 

(9) Perform such other functions as 
the ASD(P&L) may direct. 

(b) The Defense Commissary Board 
(DCB) shall meet periodically, and not 
less than annually. For the purpose of 
providing advice, it shall: 

(1) Consider issues about DeCA oper-
ations, services, and resources and 
make recommendations about DeCA 
practices, problems, policies, and pro-
grams. 

(2) Facilities the exchange of infor-
mation among the Director, DeCA, and 
the Military Departments. 

(3) Make recommendations on the in-
tegration and prioritization of the 
commissary construction program. 

(4) Perform such other advisory func-
tions as ASD(P&L) may direct. 

(c) The Assistant Secretary of De-
fense (Production and Logistics) 
(ASD(P&L)) shall: 

(1) Recommend to the Secretary and 
the Deputy Secretary of Defense and 
the USD(A) policies and resources for 
the administration of the DeCA and its 
programs. 

(2) Provide policy guidance and man-
agement direction to the Director, 
DeCA. 

(3) Establish standards and issue 
guidelines for military commissary op-
erations, including, but not limited to, 
the following areas: 

(i) Funding. 
(ii) Commissary establishment/dis-

establishment. 
(iii) Pricing and surcharges. 
(iv) Categories of items. 
(v) Reporting requirements and prep-

aration of ‘‘The DoD Commissary Oper-
ations Report’’ (RCS DD-FMP(A)1187). 

(4) In coordination with CJCS, make 
arrangements for Commanders of Uni-
fied Commands to assume temporary 
operational control of commissaries in 
wartime or periods of heightened alert. 

(d) The Assistant Secretary of De-
fense (Force Management and Per-
sonnel) (ASD(FM&P)) shall be respon-
sible for advising the ASD(P&L) on 
commissary policy to ensure that it is 
consistent with policies on recruitment 
and retention. 

(e) The Comptroller of the Depart-
ment of Defense (C, DoD) shall advise 
the ASD(P&L) on accounting, budg-
eting, funding, cash management, debt 
management, and pricing and sur-
charge policy for the DeCA. 

(f) The Secretaries of the Military 
Departments shall provide such facili-
ties, physical security, logistics, and 
administrative support as required for 
effective operation of the military 
commissary program as agreed to by 
the DeCA and cognizant component 
Commands under inter-Service support 
and servicing agreements. 
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